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Evaluating Educational Multimedia Software For
Saudi Secondary Stage Science Curricula
Based On Developed Criteria

By
Abeer A. AL-Moghazawi

Abstract

This study mainly aimed at evaluating educational multimedia
software for Saudi secondary stage science curricula based on a
list of appropriately developed criteria used as the research tool
and consists of two aspects: technical and educational criteria. An
intentional sample of (9) Saudi governmental/commercial
secondary stage science instructional multimedia software were
evaluated to ensure the extent to which those criteria exist.

Some of the main findings are as follows:

e Commercially rather than governmentally produced
software had a higher percentage specifically for the
technical criteria. 'Semanoor Browser' came first with
(74.2%) followed by 'Teacher Library' with (60.1%), both of
which are commercially produced software by the private
sector. This may be attributed to the presence of technical
specialists at private corporate.

e For collective educational criteria (content, teacher, and
learner), the highest percentage was (73.3%) for 'Semanoor
Browser' followed by the governmentally produced 'Physics
Curriculum' with (40.4%). Low percentages were generally
observed for all software samples. This could be explained

Abstract
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by the absence of educational/curricular expert for these
software preparations.

e 'Seemanoor Browser' percentage of (73.7%) was the highest
amongst all technical and educational criteria followed by
"Physics Curriculum" with (46.8%). It was found that
except for 'Seemanoor Browser', all software samples never
went above (66.6%) which was the targeted research
confidence point. This indicates a design weakness due to
individual rather than expert level of experience in fields of
educational technology and teaching methods. 'Seemanoor
Browser' high percentage, on the other hand, must be due to
competition among commercial software and the presence
of specialized programmers since it was highly graded on
the technical criteria.

In scope with these results, the researcher recommends the

followings:

e To establish an educational and formal institution to test and
select instructional software, taking into consideration both
teachers and the learners views. It has to identify areas of
difficulty in dealing with these software and train teachers
and learners on how to use them through helping the
learners to have computers.

e To establish a non-governmental institution for the
producers of commercial instructional software to
communicate together with the governmental institutions in
order to determine the local requirements of these
instructional software, develop them and assure their high

quality .
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